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Founded to serve the immediate needs of the City of London, the Financial Times quickly broadened its coverage, recognising that global financial and
economic issues were to become the predominant forces of the twentieth century.
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Incorporating its rival the Financial News in 1945, the Financial Times expanded in the post-war years, reporting on topics such as industry, energy and
international politics in full for the first time. In the final decades of the twentieth century, coverage of management, personal finance and the arts was
added, to make the paper what it is now—a complete general newspaper for the businessman.

e The historical archive of the Financial Times , which is today distributed on its distinctive pink paper to more than a million readers worldwide, is an
essential, comprehensive and unbiased research tool for everyone studying the public affairs and financial history of the last 120 years.
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Financial Times

Charting the transformation of
the FT from its ongins as a City 1
of London newspaper to its
emergence as the worid’s
foremost source of financial
news.
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FT: A Financial History of the

Last 120 Years
A chronological essa;
examining the word that the FT
has witnessed since its
foundation in 1888, from the
financial cnsis of 1914 following
the troubled relations befwsen
Austna and Serbia through to
the twentieth century and the
burst of the dot.com bubble.

FT: Scandals and Debacles

Exploring disasters that have
befallen the financial word in
the FT’s lifetime, from the Banng
cnses of 1890 and 1995 fo the
more recent Enron scandal.

FT: Landmarks in History

This essay assesses how the FT
has covered some of the most
significant moments in twentieth-
century politics.

FT Statistics: Prices and
Indices
An introduction fo the wealth of
numencal data available in the
histoncal archive.

FT: Real-Estate Booms and
Busts

in the wake of a financial cnsis
caused by sub-pnme mortgage
lending, this essay reveals the

A Brief History of the Financial Times

David Kynaston, author of The Fi

ial Times: A Ce

Print Preview ﬁ

A crucial merger

It was the merging of two small City newspapers in 1945 that saw the creation of the Financial Times as
we know it today. The two papers that came together that year were the Financial News and the
Financial Times. The merger created a single paper, the modem Financial Times, that soon began to
obtain a breadth and stature previously unknown in financial journalism. The FT of the new millennium

is, in a very real sense, the progeny of that fortunate partnership over sixty years ago.

The older of the two original papers was the Financial News, which was established in 1884 and initially
called the Financial and Mining News. Its founder, and editor for some twenty-five years, was the
energetic and not always scrupulous Harry Marks, who in the 1880s realised the potential that existed for
a lively and well-informed daily financial paper. The new publication's focus - the City of London - was
then at the height of its international influence and importance: the Gold Standard reigned supreme and
W/ [the London Stock Exchange was burgeoning. There were other financial papers and journals already in
existence, but none that covered the stock market as thoroughly, and offered such trenchant advice, as

A
v | |the Financial News under Marks now did.
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